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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council
held in the Council Chamber and via Microsoft Teams on 
Wednesday, 13 November 2024 at 4pm
__________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:                                 Councillor Mark Casey 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  	Councillors Paul Ross, Paraic Brady, Peggy Nolan, Niall Gannon, Garry Murtagh, Gerry Hagan, Padraig McNamara, Turlough McGovern, Martin Skelly, Seamus Butler, Uruemu Adejinmi, 
Mick Cahill, Pat O’Toole, Sean Mimnagh, David Cassidy, Kevin Hussey, Martin Monaghan. 

              
IN ATTENDANCE:                 	 Mr. John McKeon, Deputy Chief Executive 
                                                	 Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services
			          	 Ms. Samantha Healy, Director of Services 
			              Mr. Michael Nevin, A/Director of Services 
			              Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services

APOLOGIES:                           	Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive
A/MEETINGS
ADMINISTRATOR:                    Mr. Gerard Dennigan 


1. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
(i) On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 09 October 2024, as circulated, were confirmed, and adopted. 


2. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

None


3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
None 


4. MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Councillor Seamus Butler wished to acknowledge Longford Tidy Towns on receiving their first Gold Medal award at the recent National Tidy Towns awards. Councillor Butler commended the support and dedication of all those involved in achieving this remarkable accomplishment. He also recognised the support of and investment by the Council in achieving this award.  He encouraged the Municipal Districts to continue their support and funding for tidy town committees.  The members fully supported and endorsed Councillor Butler's remarks.
Councillor Mick Cahill acknowledged the outstanding achievement of Abbeyshrule in receiving their 15th consecutive medal. Councillor Martin Skelly also recognised the notable achievements of Newtowncashel also.  Councillor Paraic Brady complemented Drumlish on achieving Bronze Medal status.  The Councillors praised the dedication and hard work of the communities and volunteers involved in these successes.  
Chief Executive Paddy Mahon acknowledged the recent recipients from County Longford on the Tidy Towns awards which is fantastic to hear that the hard work and dedication have been recognised on a national level. The recent awards are a testament to the tireless efforts of the community and the committee members. Longford County Council looks forward to continuing to work together to foster inclusion, sustainability and community engagement in the future. Paddy concluded by acknowledging the support from the Environment team in Longford County Council who work closely with the Tidy Town committees and Elected Members. 
Councillors Paul Ross and Peggy Nolan acknowledged the efforts of everyone involved in the recent Dead of Night Festival, which was a resounding success. Councillor Ross said that the county and town received a lot of positive feedback from the festival.  He said it highlighted Longford town as a safe place to visit and the strong community and volunteer spirit.  Councillor Nolan acknowledged great credit given to all who contributed, as they did a tremendous job and it was particularly encouraging to see such a large crowd in attendance. The members unanimously echoed the Councillors’ comments. 
Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi requested an update to be provided on the following items:
· Update on Derelict Sites and is it possible a copy of the Derelict site register can be circulated? Director of Services, Mr John Brannigan responded that the derelict site register is currently being reviewed and work is ongoing. It is anticipated to apply a levy on four properties in 2025.  He also confirmed that no property owned by the Council is currently on the register.
· Update on the sale of Providers building which had been previously approved by Longford Municipal District? She questioned the impact of the loss of sale and any future plans.  The Cathaoirleach explained that this was the subject of a detailed update to the members at a previous meeting.  Director of Services, Mr John Brannigan confirmed that the Providers building is still on the market and for sale.  

Councillor Pat O’Toole enquired about possible funding streams that may be available for the proposed greenway connecting Ballymahon and Newcastle bridge, similar to the funding streams in the recent CE report. He asked that it be included in the next round of ORIS applications.  Director of Services, Mr John Brannigan confirmed that he will bring this to the attention of the Regeneration team to progress the Part VIII for the project. 

5. HOUSING, PLANNING, REGENERATION & CAPITAL PROJECTS
(i) To note planning applications received

Director of Services, Mr John Brannigan, provided an update to the members on planning applications received which was noted. 


(ii) Notice of Motions set out hereunder:

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Garry Murtagh and seconded by Councillor Paul Ross

I call on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Housing Darragh O’Brien and the Office of Planning Regulator CEO Niall Cussen regarding the high housing density per hectare in rural towns such as Longford. Small towns such as Longford do not have the infrastructure, resources, or economic opportunities to support high density housing. Instead of supporting the housing crisis it is creating the ghettoization of small towns isolating the marginalised and further compounding the socioeconomic problems that exist in our County. 

Response:
The discussion on the motion highlighted issues including priorities for Longford, land use, the impact on economic development, the over reliance on the Council for the development of social housing, the appropriateness of the required density of housing for a rural county, risk of anti-social behaviour in areas with a high density of housing, waste water processing capacity in certain towns, addressing the housing crisis and opportunities to convert commercial properties in to residential use.

It was agreed that Longford County Council would write to write to the Minister for Housing Darragh O’Brien and the Office of Planning Regulator CEO Niall Cussen regarding the high housing density per hectare in rural towns such as Longford and request a meeting to take place with the Elected Members and Management Team in Longford County Council. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Garry Murtagh and seconded by Councillor Paul Ross

I call on Longford County Council through the Social Development Strategic Policy Committee with responsibility for Housing to develop a policy/scheme where void/vacant Longford County Council properties can be sold to people with insufficient mortgage offers of finance from two regulated financial providers. In turn providing people with limited access to financial support, the opportunity to purchase, renovate/retrofit by means of the Local Authority Purchase & Renovation scheme and the Croi Conaithe Grant to activate their dreams of a forever home. 

Response: 
It was agreed that this motion be referred to the Social Development Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 

6. COMMUNITY, LIBRARY AND CULTURAL SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES
(i) Consideration of Draft 2024-2029 Corporate Plan 
Director of Services, Barbara Heslin, presented the Draft Corporate Plan for 2024-2029 to the members. Barbara provided an overview of how the Corporate Plan is intended to guide and shape the development of the county over the next five years.  It sets out a vision of an ambitious county providing opportunities for all and puts our citizens at the heart of everything we do.  Longford County Council will lead social, economic, environmental and cultural development in the county.  Working together with all stakeholders the Council can build a future that prioritises inclusivity, sustainability, empowerment, and safety.  The Council will lead our communities towards sustainable social, economic, environmental and cultural development by fostering collaboration, innovation and inclusivity, ensuring a high quality of life for all citizens.  The strategic objectives are framed under four pillars of Our People, Our Place, Our Opportunity and Our Public Services.  She said it is an ambitious plan which will require a strong supporting strategic business plan to be considered by the Elected Members as part of the budget process.  Barbara explained that the Corporate Plan will inform Service Delivery Plans, Team Plans and Individual Performance Plans.

Barbara thanked all the stakeholders for their input into the development of the plan.  She also complemented the Corporate Team for all their work through the consultation, development, drafting and production phases.  

The Members said the plan is progressive, dynamic, flexible and adaptable and will meet the challenges of an ever-changing environment.  The Cathaoirleach, Chief Executive, and Elected Members, extended sincere thanks and appreciation to the Corporate Services team for their exceptional work in developing the Corporate Plan. The dedication and effort put into this Corporate Plan was noted. The members outlined they will look forward to working with Longford County Council’s executive in the coming years to achieve the goals and objectives outlined in the plan and contribute to its successful implementation over the next five years.   
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan, seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill the draft 2024-2029 Corporate Plan was adopted.

(i) Approval of the appointment of Ms. Caroline Cornally, nominee of Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Board as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC). 
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler, seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, Caroline Cornally, Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Board, was appointed as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC). 

(ii) Approval to the appointment of Sectoral Representatives to the Strategic Policy Committees.
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan, seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi, the appointment of the remaining Sectoral Representatives, as circulated, to the relevant Strategic Policy Committees.

(iii) Consideration of Strategic Policy Committee Standing Orders 2024-2029 
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi the Strategic Policy Committee Standing Orders 2024-2029 for each of the Strategic Policy Committees were adopted

(iv) Consideration of application from Longford Women’s Link for a group visit to Longford County Council Civic Buildings. 
Director of Services, Barbara Heslin, provided the members with an update on correspondence received from Longford Women's Link, requesting a visit to the Longford County Council Buildings in December 2024 as part of a Voter Education training initiative recently undertaken. The correspondence was approved by the Protocol and Procedures Committee and CPG for consideration by the Council. 
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan the members agreed that the visit could be facilitated to attend the January 2025 meeting of Longford County Council in the public gallery. 



7. VOTES OF SYMPATHY 
None. 


8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS 
The next meeting of Longford County Council will take place on Friday, 6 December 2024 at 4pm.




Signed: _______________________
              Gerard Dennigan
              A/Meetings Administrator

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 06 December  2024.
Signed: _______________              
              Cathaoirleach
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